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: TURKEY. 
JEDDAH. 


Consul Richards to the Earl of Kimberley. 


My Lord, Jeddah, June 23, 1894. 

I AVE the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship my 
Trade Report for the year 1893 as well as that of Mr. Vice~ 
Consul Ahmed. 

I have, &c. 


(Signed) W. 8. RICHARDS. 


Report on the Trade and Commerce of the Consular District 'of 
Jeddah for the Year 1893. 
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General Review of Trade. 


So far as I can -gather from previous reports, trade generally 
last year appears to have been of a norma! description, at all 
‘events in so far as the total value of the imports is concerned, 
‘and indeed .that is what one really means when one speaks or 
writes of trade in the Hejaz; for the export trade is so insig- 
nificant, and for reasons which will be explained later on, this 
‘insignificance becomes every year so much more marked that it 
‘will soon be hardly necessary to take it into account. ’ 

As I mentioned in my report ‘for the year 1892, the import 
trade of this provirice may be considered under two headings, 
viz., that of which the source is. British India (in which term I 
include the Straits Settlements and Mauritius), and that which 
comes from various other parts of the world, although in reality 
‘Turkey, Persia, ‘and Egypt are the countries which supply most 
vf the goods so catalogued. 

‘Che Indian import trade, which is certainly the more im- 
portant and the more valuable of the two,-has increased some- 
what both in volume ond value, but not to any very marked 
extent, while the imports from other countries show only a slight 
improvement on those:of the tecent years. 

. It would be as well to state -here that many goods which are 
imported into the Hejaz from India are so distinctly of purely 
British manufacture that the question is naturally asked at first 
why they are not-imported direct from the country of origin. 
‘The chief reason is the extraordinarily high rate of freights for 

oods carried from England (say London and Liverpool) to 
Jeddah ‘as compared with the extremely low freights asked for 
the carriage of the same goods from London to Bombay and 
from the latter port to Jeddah. It is, in fact, strange as it may 
seem, cheaper to take goods out the whole way to Bombay and 
‘bring them back again to Jeddah than to kave them sbipped 
direct from London to this port. The. word “direct” is,not 
correctly used in this connection, because very few goods indeed 
are inyported direct from England. ‘They are either transhipped 
at Port Said or Suez and then, brought on here in one of the 
Khedivieh mail boats, or, more usually, taken on.to Aden, trin- 
shipped there into a Khedivieh, or, occasionally, a British ‘ 
steamer coming up north, and so brought back to. Jeddah, The 
‘consequence is that it pays better :to import such. essentially 
British goods as-cotton goods (of various kinds), ixon (bars, rods 
and nails), copper, tin, pewter, window-glass, &c., from’ India 
than from England. I am informed that when pilgrims.bound 
fox Mecca are plentiful at Bombay, ridiculously low freights are 
‘sometimes accepted by shipowners for goods which are wanted, 
if for no other purpose, as ballast. It should also be remembered 
that with the exception of cotton goods, the demand for such 
articles as those enumerated above, in a country like Arabia, is 
necessarily very limited, and consequently little or no discount 
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can be obtained from London dealers, whereas comparatively 
favourable terms are obtainable from wholesale firms in India. 

On the whole the import trade of this province may be held 
to be in a satisfactory condition, more especially when we take 
into consideration the sparseness of its population, the poverty of 
the majority of the inhabitants, and their rude uncivilised life 
with its simple needs and consequent ignorance of much that is 
considered absolutely necessary for comfort in other and more 
favoured lands. 


Indian Imports. 


Rice is, as might be supposed, the -principal article of impor- Bice. 
tation from India, and indeed, in point of value it represents 
considerably more than one-third of the total value of the whole 
Indian import trade. In this article there has been a steady 
improvement on the amount imported in 1892. 

Considerably less wheat, flour, and maize were imported into Cereals. 
this country from India last year-than in the preceding year, the 
reason being, at all events in the case of wheat and flour, the 
very high prices ruling in the Bombay market for those articles 
during that period. On the other hand, barley, chickpeas, and 
lentils were imported last year from India, though it is true in 
small quantities, whereas in 1892 there was no such importation 
from that country. The prices of the best Bombay wheat and 
flour in Jeddzh during the greater part of last year were 
unusually high, wheat being sold at 25s. 3d. the quarter, 
while the average price of the best flour was as much as 33s. 9d. 
per quarter. Busrah wheat competes with that coming from 
Bombay, and owing to the high price of the latter article last 
year very successfully, although Indian wheat is, as a rule, a very 
superior product to that which .comes from Busrah, It should 
be noted that Egyptian chickpeas and lentils are much superior 
to those which are imported from India. Very much less grain 
was imported last year from Egypt than usual. - 

This class of goods, which after rice and cereals generally. Cotton goods, 

forms one of the chief articles of importation from India, shows a 
slight improvement on the previous year’s return in the matter 
‘of value, though in quality: it rather falls behind the total as 
given for that year. Considerably more cotton goods are im- 
ported into this country from India than from England, and as 
might be supposed; it entirely depends on the nature of the 
article imported whether it is sought for in the market of Bombay 
or in that of Manchester. ; 

The following are some of the chief varieties of cotton goods 
imported from India :— 

Long-cloth (considerable quantity), unwashed, is dyed here 
and scld to the Bedoweens who. make it up into shirts. 

Long-cloth, washed (small quantity ). 

Mull (a good deal). 
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Long-cloth (another kind) made in England and dyed in 
Bombay, 

Garamsoot, mixture of cotton and silk, made in Surat (con- 
siderable amount), 

Melayah (whole silk), used by native women for covering the 
entire figure (not very much). 

Melayah (another kind), large admixture of cotton (not very 
much). 

Sharkiyah, made entirely of cotton, and dyed in red and 
white stripes (considerable quantity), used by the Bedoween for 
their turbans and kamarbands. 

Long-cloth (another kind) resembles chintz in appearance, 
much used by the Bedoween as a covering for a sleeping couch. 

Dacca cloth (not very much) and silk (from China), flowered 
as well as plain. 

There was a steady rise in the amount of sugar imported last 
year which, though shipped at Bombay, is a product of the island 
of Mauritius. This sugar which is powdered and is of a yellowish 
hue is, of course, cheaper than that which is imported from 
Trieste, Marseilles, or Kgypt, and is used mostly for cooking 
purposes, and for the‘making of syrups and sweetmeats. There 
is also a small quantity of an exactly similar kind of sugar which 
is imported through Bombay ‘from China; this is somewhat 
dearer than the former. 

There was a very considerable falling-off in the amount of 
coffee imported from {India last year as, indeed, in that imported 
from the Yemen. Indian coffee is, of course, cheaper than that 
which comes from the Yemen (known as Mocha), and it is 
needless to state, much inferior. 

In the tea import trade too there was .some slackness last 
year. Indian tea (as a matter of fact it is mostly from China or 
Java) is, comparatively speaking, in considerable demand, the 
Arabs heing great tea drinkers. » 

In this article there was a very considerable improvement last 
year; in fact the quantity imported was more than.double that 
of the preceding year. I have not been able to ascertain the 
reason of this. 

The quantity of ginger imported last year was about the 
average. 

There was « slight improvement in this article which, though’ 
classed as of Indian origin, comes in reality from Java. It is 
imported in the form cither of planks or beams, and is used 
almost exclusively in Jeddah for building purposes. The wood 
is known here as Java wood. 


Huropean Imports. 
As mentioned above, this heading is somewhat of 4 misnomer, 


because in reality, with the exception of cotton goods, which are 
imported mostly from England, tin-plates which have the same 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 





Hi‘) 
Ji / 


JEDDAH. 5 


origin, white deal planks which are imported from Trieste, and 
sugar which comes partly from ‘Trieste and partly from Marseilles, 
these goods have Turkey, Persia, and Egypt for their countries 
of origin 

Flere, as with the Indian imports, grain of various kinds Grain 
occupies, though not actually the place of honour, which is taken 
up by cotton goods, at all events, the second place in point of 
importance in the list. 

The total amount of grain imported last year from Busrah, 
the Yemen and Egvpt was neither more nor less than the average 
of recent years. Weypt contributed rather less than her usual 
share perhaps, the deficit being made up by Busrah importations. 

Busrah wheat is cheaper than the Indian product, to which it Whoat. 
is also distinctly inferior ; but last year the difference between 
the average prices of the products of the respective countries was 
not so great. as usual. 

On the other hand Egyptian chickpeas and lentils are much Chickpeas 
superior to those imported from India, and are consequentiy and lentils. 
considerably dearer. ; 

Beans (broad) are imported solely from Egypt. Beans. 

There was a very marked improvement last year in the total Cotton goods. 
value of this class of imports, in fact, it was more than double 
that of the preceding year. This may, to a certain extent, be 
accounted for by the fact that last year there was considerably 
more than double the usual number of pilgrims to Mecca and 
Medina, and it will easily be understood that the more the pilgrims 
the brisker trade is -generally. These goods consist mostly of 
madapolais, long-cloch, and white shictings. 

There is a yearly increasing importation of cotton goods from Egyptian and 
Egypt and Syria. They are mostly cheap coloured prints made Syrian goods. 
up by the native women so as to form various parts of their dress, 
while a few of them are used for the covering of divans, 
sofas, &c. 

Carpets and rugs are imported entirely from Persia, the Carpets. 
number which reached Jeddah last year being rather below the 
average. 

Of tombae, or the tobacco which is exclusively smoked in Tombac. 
narghilés (water pipes), there was last year such an enormously 
diminished importation as compared with that of the preceding 
year that one would be inclined at first to suppose that there is 
amistake. But the fact is, the Régie, or Société de Tombac as gociété de 
it is more properly called, was only regularly established in this Tombae. 
province at the beginning of last year for the first time, and the 
price of tombac rose, or rather, I should say, was raised at once 
nearly 300 per cent. The consequence was that all but the 
well-to-do gave up, at all events for a time, smoking tombac, 
many finding that it was cheaper to smoke coffee, which was 
actually done in some of the native houses. I should also say 
that the existing stocks of tombac as found by the inspector of 
the société when taking over charge were so large that it was 
not. found necessary to make fresh importations. Of course, a 
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great deal is smuggled in spite of the increased activity displayed 
by the coastguard steamers belonging to the above-mentioned 
company, which, especially on the Yemen coast, are constantly 
on the look-out for the contraband traders. These enterprising 
persons do a very brisk business, I am informed, by landing their 
‘cargoes of tobacco in Aden and then bringing them up overland 
into the Yemen, and so finally into the Hejaz. ‘There are three 
kinds of tombac, viz.: kaiseroon (which is grown in Persia), 
hummi which is the product of the southern districts of Hadhra- 
mont, and bedowi which is grown in the Yemen. The last is 
very inferior and is only smoked by the very poor. 

Tobacco, in its simple state and in the form of cigarettes, 
which comes entirely from Constantinople, was imported in 
unusually large quantities last year, and here again, I have no 
doubt, the most abnormally large number of pilgrims who visited 
Jeddah contributed some of the best customers for the tobacco 
dealers. 

There was a very considerable rise in the importation of sugar 
which comes mostly from Trieste, also from Marseilles and 
Egypt. . 

Coffee, the well-known “Mocha” (a misnomer now for that 
town. no longer exists) from Hodeidah, in the Yemen, was rather 
less in amount than usual, while the import of dates from Busrah: 
was very much above the average. 

The only other article of any importance is petroleum, of which 
a most unusually large importation was effected last year. It is 
entirely of American origin, the Russian article obtaining no sale 
whatever here. An attempt was made a few years ago to 
introduce the latter into this country, but it failed partly because 
it was found to-be much inferior in quality to its American rival, 
and partly because although it was a little cheaper than the latter, 
yet the difference was not sufficiently great so as to counterbalance 
the most distinctly inferior nature of the article. 

It should be remembered also that petroleum tank-steamers 
are not allowed to pass through the Suez Canal, a restriction which 
tends greatly to handicap Russian petroleum, which is generally 
exported in that way, although, of course, a great deal is put up 
in tins. 

Then again,.as a rule,a whole steamer is chartered for the 
transport of petroleum alone from New York, which if it be 
considered that not Jeddah only but Hodeidah and Aden are 
supplied by the same vessel, while both Suakin and Massowah 
draw their supplies from this town, becomes perfectly intelligible. 


Exports. 


The total value of last year’s export trade was less than 
22,0001. and I fear that in the future it is likely to be still less. 
Right years ago the total value of the mother-of-pearl shells. 
exported from Jeddah was as much as 42,0001; last year it was 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 


JEDDAH. I. 


‘only 5,2507. Gum of the total value of 19,000/. was exported Gum. 
from this province in the course of that year, 1886, whereas last 
year this once important product ot Arabia was exported to the 
extent of 2,350/. worth only. 

Skins and hides alone are-still exported as much as ever, and, Skins and 
indeed, they contribute more than half of the whole export trade. hides. 
It may, perhaps, be admitted that last year was an exceptionally 
‘good year for those who deal in this class of goods, owing to the 
extraordinary number of pilgrims. It will be understood that 
the more numerous the pilgrims, the more numerous the sacrificial 
victims slain in the valley of Muna, and, consequently, the 
greater the number of skins and hides available for exportation. 

Mother-of-pearl, which at one time was the principal article Mother-of- 

-of exportation here, has not only ceased long since to occupy ?™!- 
that position, but threatens to disappear gradually from the list 
of exports. Last year, I am informed on good authority, the 
Bedoween actually brought none in for sale. Traders had to go 
and seek them out, and buy such as was to be had in exchange 
for cottons, &e. As explained in my report for the year 1892, Heavy 
the Turkish Government has only itself to thank for the dis- import duty. 
appearance of this article of exportation from the Jeddah market. 
If the same article be subjected to an 8 per cent. import duty 
here, and to a duty of 1 per cent. only in the ports of Suakin, 
Massowah, and Aden, there can be no doubt as to what will 
happen. In all probability it will soon disappear altogether from 
the markets of the Hejaz. 

The exportation of gum is also diminishing every year. Gum. 
Jeddah gum is of a good quality though not equal to that of 
Kordofan, which is nearly white and more friable than that which 
is found in this district. But it is not so much any defect in 
quality that is the cause of the yearly diminishing exportation of 
this article; it is the tremendous falling-off of late years in the 
demand for gum arabic. Iam informed that the chief reason of 
this is that, in most respects, an admirable substitute for gum 
‘arabic has recently been tound in Madagascar and in some parts 
of North America which is infinitely cheaper. In point of 
adhesiveness the newly-found gum is quite equal to that which 
comes from this country, though it is far from being so pure. 

In this latter respect gum arabic is without a rival, and on that In tic future 
account will always be sought for by chemists and others to will be used 
wl this qualification is a sine qué non; but, naturally, theirs “Mey by 
whom this q 2 q 2 3 ys chemists. 

is only a very small demand compared with ‘that which formerly 

existed in commercial circles. 


Shipping. 


Last year’s shipping returns are decidedly satisfactory, showing 
‘as they do a very considerable advance on those of recent years, 
while British shipping in particular does not exhibit the slightest British 
tendency to recede from the position of undisputed pre-eminence vessels. 
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which it has always occupied. Speaking roughly, the Red Sea 
carrying trade is effected in British and Egyptian bottoms, 
because, although the Dutch flag figures most conspicuously in 
the table, yet the amount of goods actually brought to Jeddah 
in Dutch bottoms is extremely small. Indeed, were it not for 
the fact that many of Mr. Alfred Holt’s steamers, which frequent 
this port and land a certain quantity of Manchester goods, carry 
Dutch colours, the importations into Jeddah under this flag might 
Dutch almost be considered insignificant. The Dutch steamers which 
vessels. figure in the + ‘turn belong to three companies: the Stoomvaart 
Maatschappij ‘“ Nederland,” the Stoomvaart Maatschappij 
“QOceaan,” of Amisterdam, and the Rotterdamsche Lloyd, of 
Rotterdam; but although in point of tonnage, as mentioned 
above, they rank next to British veasels, they are by no means 
serious rivals for the latter in the general cargn-carrying trade, 
seeing that the great majority of them are, in so far as Jeddah 
is concerned, engaged in the pilgrim trade only. 
Egyptian The Egyptian steamers, which, taken numerically, stand 
vessels, second on the shipping list, belong to the Khedivieh Company, 
of which the main branch has secured for its vessels such an 
excellent position in the Hastern Levant carrying and passenger 
* trade. These Red Sea “ Khedivieh ” boats bring the fortnightly 
mails from Suez, to which port they return after touching at 
Suakin, Trinkitat, Massowah, Hodeidah, and Aden, the same 
ports being visited in inverse order on their way back. These 
boats are, many of them, very old, and sadly want replacing. 
At the same time it is only jusz to mention the undoubted fact 
that as regards casualties their record is remarkably good. 
‘Turkish The Turkish steamers figuring in the list belong mostly to 
vessels. the “Idare’-i-Makhsoussé” Company, of Constantinople, and 
are more especially engaged in carrying pilgrims and troops, 
French The French steamers which frequent this port are exclusively 
esis engaged in the pilgrim traffic, and so are never seen in these 
Austrian waters except during the pilgrimage season. The four Austrian 
vessels. vesselz which entered and cleared from here during the year 
belung to the Austrian Lloyd Company, whose steamers have 
begun to make a more frequent appearance here than has been 
the case in recent years. 
On the whole, therefore, I repeat the position occupied here 
by British shipping is very satisfactory. 
Pilgrim Last year’s pilgrim season was in every respect the most 
trallic. remarkable that has ever been witnessed inthis country. Owing 
to the fact that the principal day of the Haj (the 9th Yilhidjé) 
fell on a Friday it was confidently anticipated that the number of 
pilgrims would be very much in excess of the average, but the 
reality outstripped even the most sanguine predictions. The 
number of pilgrims landed at Jeddah and Yambo last year was 
92,625, z.¢., about double the average number, and if the whoie 
number of pilgrims be calculated it was certainly not less than 
250,000, while it has been put as high as 300,000 by persons 
well qualified to form a correct opinion. 
The list is headed by British Indians, nearly 15,000 persons, 
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these numbers being, however, nearly equalled by North Africans 
(Moors, Algerians, PR anicians, and Tripolitans), Javanese (Dutch 
East Indians), and Egyptians, while the pilgrims of various other 
nationalities showed in every case a very considerable increase 
on the usual numbers. 

As might have been expected cholera broke out at Mecca long 
before the usual time of its appearance, owing to the presence of 
such vast numbers of human beings crowded together into the 
narrow Mecca valley, the weather at the same time being more 
than ordinarily suliry. The epidemic raged furiously so long as 
the pilgrims remained at Mecca, the daily number of deaths 
being at one time, even according to the official return, 1,000, 
and, subsequently, when the pilgrims came down to Jeddah in 
order to embark for their various destinations, the disease broke 
out here, and was soon carrying off its victims at the rate of 
500 to 600 a day. The total mortality amongst the pilgrims who 
went to the holy places by sea was, even according to the official 
returns, which are certainly below the mark, 9,577, while 
amongst those who went to Mecca by Jand the death-rate was 
even greater, and has been put as high as 15,000. It will easily 
be understood, therefore, that not only was last year’s Haj 
memorable for the extraordinary number of those who took part 
in its ceremonies, but the ravages made in their ranks by cholera 
were also far beyond any previous record. Indeed, to a great 
extent this may be considered as a case of the ordinary sequence 
of cause and effect, although undoubtedly the fact that the 
simoorn (or desert wind) was blowing steadily and unintermittently 
for 11 days during the latter end of May, while the heat during 
the first 10 days in June was unusually intense, contributed not 
a little to the development of conditions under which the rapid 
spread of the disease was inevitable. 

As regards the nationality of the vessels employed for the 
conveyance of the pilgrims to and from Jeddah and Yambo, about 
45 per cent. of them were under British colours, Egyptian and 
Turkish steamers coming next on the list, while the French 
vessels secured most of the pilgrims bound for the North African 

orts. 

With the exception of a narrow belt of country in the Agriculture. 
immediate neighbourhood of Taif, a small town situated in the 
hill country, about 140 miles to the east of Jeddah beyond the 
Kora Kharrah range of mountains, where a certain amount of 
wheat, barley, lentils, and chickpeas are cultivated with some 
success, but only in sufficient quantities to supply the needs of 
the immediately surrounding population. With the exception, I 
say, of this single fertile spot the Hejaz is absolutely barren, and 
produces nothing but dates, and here and there a few bananas. 

Nothing in the way of public works was done here last year. public works. 


House of Commons Parliamentary Papers Online. 
Copyright (c) 2005 ProQuest Information and Learning Company. All rights reserved. 





10 TURKEY. 


Retorn of Principal Articles of Import to Jeddah from India 
during the Year 1893. 








Articles. Quantity. 





———=—_ ee 


Rice us es ok -o| Quarters 2. 71,450 


Wheat flour .. és “ 3 ee 12,250 
Wheat .. se és is is es 9,356 
Maize .. ws oe ai - ee 2,486 
Chickpeas se ae ee i BA 444. 
Lentils .. Ze + oe ” oh 215 
Barley .. a a 7 5 <s 470 
Cotton goods .. ais --| Bales a 920 
»? ”? ee ee oe Cases. oe 620 
% 53 aa “> --| Bundles os 460 
Powdered sugar se -- | Cwrs. ie 12,000 
Coffee .. 5 ee Pe oy os 1,130 
Tea e oe as ee ss Ss 800 
Ginger .. ee oe be 5 ae 660 
Pepper .. se Er ais 95 as 2,200 
Sesame .. < ws os 3 ais 4,500 
Cardamum .. eo oo 35 ee 185 
Other groceries oe oe ae oe 
Silkk .. oe ee --} Cases x 28 
Timber (planks and beams) -.{ Namber Sy 181,600 
Tron and nails .. ao --| Tons we 225 
Copper .. oe oe --| Cwte. oe 650 
Tin < #6 ee --| Cases ee 1,012 
Pewter .. wt = --| Cwts. - 150 
Perfumes Ge os sel 55 6 75 
Aloe-wood oe ye Ben ees oe 27 
Indigo -. ae ae as - oie 120 
Hemp, ropes, &e. os wed?) 335 “6 2,170 
Window glass .. oo --| Cases ee 370 
Cocoanuts Be we --| Number... 40,600 
Sesame-oil oe oo --| Cwts. ae 1,140 
‘Various .. oe oo oe oe * oe 
Total 4 ae oi ar os 
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RETURN of Principal Articles of Import to Jeddah during the 


Year 1893. 








Articles. 
Wheat .. 
Burley... 
Beans... 
Chickpeas 
Lentils .. 


Maize ae 
Other cereals 
¥rench beans 


Cotton goods 
3 


‘Carpets “se 
Rugs oe 





‘Tombac keiseroun 


‘Cigarettes 
tobacco .. 
Sugar... 


and 


Powdered sugar .. 


Coffee Se 
Dates oe 


White deal planks 


Soap . 
Petroleum. . 
Ghee 

Incense .. 
Mahlep .. 
Cotton .. 
Tin-plates.. 
Various .. 


Total... 


Countries Whence 
Imported. 
Busrah and: Egyet oe 
Eg. eypt 7 ae 


” ° oo oe 


iy we ie a 
Busrah . we ee 
Yemen .. Pe 
Trieste and Constanti- 
nople.. an be 
England. oe ar 
Be | ode es Pe 
Syria and Egypt oe 
Persia .. Ae Gs 
2? ae oe oe 

se. a “ a 
Turkey .. $a 
Marseilles, Trieste, and 
EBeypt cS os 
Trieste .. be we 
Yemen .. we ie 
Busrah .. 6 oe 
Trieste .. ae Bs 
Syvia .. a 
N, orth America Fat 
Busrah and Yemen .. 
Hadramout '.. ae 
Turkey os oe ae 
Yemen .. = ba 


England oe 26 


” oe ae oe 


ve oe 


Quarters 


Cases. 





Quantity. | Value. 
£ 

32,750 | 22,475 

9,560 7,550 

1,060 | 1,455 

160 300 

190 375 

3,900 4,350 





19,298 23,275 
6,500 | 2,745 
2,500 | 12,500 
36,200 {| 11,605 
7,600 950 
4,200 5,450 
60,000 12,000 
1,500 4,535 
440 335 
750 1,335 
576 300 
675 525 
= 6,000 
a 263,600 





Return of Principal Articles of Export from Jeddah during 
the Years 1893. 





Articles. 





Goat-skins .. 
Sheep-skins .. 


Ox-hides .. 
Tenna 
Senna, . es 


Gum arabic .. 
Tortoise-sheli 


Mother - of - 
shells 
Honey oe 
Wax... r 
Lavender 
Almonds 
Total .. 





pearl 











Quantity. 

Number..{ 87,000 
» eet 185,000 
1) 2 LE 1500 
Lbs. |.| 80,000 
» ref 34,600 
Cwts. ..| 2,620 
Lbs... 400 
Cwts. .. 2,000 
oo 60 
os oe | 60 
"lit 1,500 
i | 500 

oe H 
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i 
Value. | Wi Whither Exported. 
2 | 
2,400 , America and England 
8,750 ” ” 
170 ” ” 
1,000 | Lurkey 
500 | England 
2,350 i 5, 
200 | 
5,250 | America and England 
150 | India 
300 . 
500 | Persia and India 
400 | India 
21,970 
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Return of all Shipping at the Port of Jeddah during the Year 
18 




















ENTERED. 
Salling. Steam, | Total. 
Nationality. 5 ; es ae a ne ae Pion a 
Yumber o Number 0} umber © 
Vessels. Tons. Vessels. Tons, Vessels. Tons. 
British 1... cee see 138 186,163 138 186,163 
Turkish =... pee 3 2,004 54 34,096 57 36,100 
Dutch ‘ese «"s ée8 aes ase 37 60,973 37 60,973 
Egyptian ... 4 eee ose 62 41,775 62 41,775 
French eee és eae Posy 25 24,980 25 24,980 
Austrian 1. os. ese oe 4 6,474 4 6,474 
Zanzibarian. see be ‘ive 8 1,784 8 1,784 
Total seo _ 3 2,004 328 356,245 ese 358,249 





Notr.—All the above ships having cleared from this port, it has not been thought necessary to- 
make out 2 separate return under that heading. 


Retorn of all Pilerims who Landed at Jeddah and Yembo during 
the Haj Season of 1893. 








«ate Number of 
Description. Pilgrims 
British Indians 5 as sie sie | 14,772 
Egyptians .. oe oo voi 13,361 
Moors, Algerians, &e. eh Ae be | 14,441 
Javanese 3 ae ‘2 ke ser 13,856 
Turks and Syrians oA be a a 8,427 
Arabs . ee we oe ° 2,162 
Persians oe oe wa 6 wef 1,757 
Yemenese .. we an as sia? 6,410 
Soudanese .. re ae oe oe | 277 
Bokharians .. ee oo! 4,692 
Pilgrims who landed at Yembo .. + 10,018 

> arrived by coasters, nationality H 

unknown .. ie se = oej 2,452 
Total .. = oe - | 92,625 





HLopEIDAH. 


Mr. Vice-Consul Tameezuddeen Ahmed reports as follows :— 


Shipping and Navigation. 


152 steamers entered and cleared the port of Hodeidah in 
1893. Within the above-mentioned period 88 British steamers, 
tonnage 29,519; 35 Egyptian steamers, tonnage 23,304; 27 
Turkish steamers, tonnage 17,534; and 1 Austrian steamer, 
tonnage 1,286, brought and carried cargo to'and from Hodeidah. 
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During the year under report six British steamers came here 
from different parts of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland; and one British steamer, with petroleum, arrived 
from New York. Turkish steamers mostly brought soldiers from 
Constantinople, and took away from this place soldiers who had 
about 2 years of active service in the interior of Yemen, where, 
even now, things are not in a very satisfactory condition. 
Egyptian steamers starting from Suez, touching Jeddah, Suakin, 
Trinkitat, and Massawa on their way to Hodeidah, went back to 
Suez with cargo and passengers. These steamers generally 
arrived here once in every fortnight. But in 1893, owing to 
Hodeidah remaining in quarantine from June till October, 1893, 
they did not touch Hodeidah during that time. As before, 
British steamers belonging to the Bombay and I'ersian Gulf 
Company, Haji Kasim, Messrs. Cawasjee Dinshaw, and Brothers, 
of Aden, and the Perim Coal Company’s steamers “ Myun” and 
“ Hornet,” chartered by the Tobacco Monopoly Company of the 
Ottoman Empire, visited this place in the course of the year 
1893. One Austrian steamer touched this purt in the year under 
review. 

I received the following return of exports and imports for Exports end 
1893 from the Turkish custom-house authorities of Hodeidah -— ™P*- 























EXPORTS. 
Articles Quantity. + approximate 
oF : Value. 
~ £ 

Hides and skins sie --| Bales.. ae 7,181 94,933 

Coffee for Europe and 
America - aA --| Bags .. ie 24,000 160,600 
Coffee for Egypt Bad leh aie <6 25,000 166,666 
Sundries s8 --| Packages... 48,500 330,000 
Total | 751,599 

Invorts. 
Articles Quantity. | spprosinate 
: : : Value. 
£ 

Provisions, &c... ee --| Packages .. 150,000 - 300,000 
Piece-goods from India --| Bales.. Be 25,000 100,060 
35 America. ss: care ou 500 4,66€ 
Petroleum EP oe --| Cases.. oe 123,987 33,063 
Silk and silver .. “s --| Packages... 1,600 20,000 
Sundries a 23 “ a5 os 35,181 234,540 
Total .. es aa - a 692,269 





From Hodeidah and the interior of Yemen, with the exception Exports : 


of a kind of roughly-made stuff used by the Arabs for wear, and ea 
gootls, 
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Pearl, &c. 


Coffee. 


Hides and 
skins. 


Rock salt. 


Imports]: 
Provisions. 


Cotton and 
piece-goods, 
&e. 
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a sort of printed cloth, very few manufactured goods find their 
way to other countries. : 

Pearls, mostly contraband, owing to high duty levied by the 
Turkish Government, and in many instances owing to their con- 
fiscation by Turkish officials for their own use; senna and myrrh 
for medicinal purposes; sharks’ fins, tortoise shells, and mother-: 
of-pearl are exported to India, and are sometimes transhipped 
from Aden to Europe. 

During the year under report less coffee than before was sent 
to Europe and. other places, because (1) in the year 1892 very 
large quantities of it were taken to the above-mentioned places, 
where market was already full; consequently the agents of the 
Américan firms here were instructed. not to buy much of the 
article, unless very cheap; (2) there was not much rain in .the 
year 1893 in the hills and the cultivated parts of Arabia, where 
in former years plenty of rain fell, and the people had a good. 
harvest; hence a smailer quantity of coffee arrived from the 
interior, and coffee sellers here demanded. a high price; (3) the 
silver question in America and in Europe made the coffee market 
of this place very dull. 

Although the export of hides and skins was about the same 
as the year before, yet, owing to the shaky condition ef many 
American. firms, whose agents were the largest buyers of the 
stuffs here, and owing to the rivalry of certain two. firms here, 
the price of hides and skins rose very high for some months; 
consequently the demand afterwards was not as much as was. 
expected. 

Rock salt. which abounds in Salif, is shipped annually in 
large quantities to India. In 1893, 6,580 tons of it, worth about 
2,1661., were taken to India. In the above-mentioned year only 
two ships carried rock salt to Calcutta, whilst in the year 1892 
three ships were employed for the same purpose. In June last I 
again visited Salif, where the pier has been built of stones, and 
trucks loaded with salt run on rails, nowadays, from the salt 
works to the pier. 

Of the articles of import, provisions are principally brought 
from India by the British-Indian merchants of Hodeidah, and a 
small quantity is sometimes imported from Europe. Nowadays, 
besides the demand-of provisions for general consumption by the 
inhabitants of Yemen, large quantities of sugar and flour are 
required for the supply of over 15,000 Turkish soldiers, who are 
in a way permanently stationed in different parts of the province. 

Sugar is usually brought from Mauritius, and sometimes from 
Tadia; but the Mauritius sugar is preferred. 

Cotton, piece-gooda, and sheetings come from America, India, 
and sometimes, through British-Indian merchants, from Great 
Britain. I dare say if samples, with quotation of prices, were 
sent from Manchester and other places of the United Kingdom, 
more demand in this tissue would be made in future by the 
inhabitants of Arabia, especially because, in the latter part of 
1893, one of the largest American firms, which used to import. 
largely the above-mentioned articles here, has failed. 
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Petroleum in large quantities is brought from America. In Petroleum. 
1893, 41,000 cases of it came from Batoum. Although the 
American oil is dearer, yet the people would rather have that 
than the other, which smokes much and gives less brilliant light. 

Hardware, metal, timber, and paper are imported from Austria Hardware, 
into this place by the Italians and the Greeks. British Indian timber, metal? 
merchants bring timber and metal from India. and other parts of "4 P°Pe™ 
the East. In December last I saw lots of iron tubes and other 
materials for telegraphic wire of British manufacture, which 
have been bought by the Turkish Telegraph Department for use 
in Yemen. 

Dates, which are the staple food in some parts of the interior Dates. 
of Yemen, are supplied here through the Persians and the 
Indians‘from Busra. and places ‘near the Persian Gulf. 

Persia sends carpets to Hodeidah. Carpets. 

Since the year 1892 a company, which I have referred to Société de 
before as the Tobacco Monopoly Company of the Ottoman Tombac. 
Empire, and which goes here under the name of Société de 
Tombac, has taken from the Government of Turkey thé monopoly 
of all kinds of tobacco which are used in the Yemen; conse- 
quently other merchants here have been debarred from carrying 
on any trade in that line. From September last two British 
steamers belonging to the Perim Coal Company were chartered 
by the above-mentioned company, and employed for coasteuard 
duty. Many overseers and inspectors, with men under them, 
were sent into the interior to prevent the importation into the 
country of contraband tobacco; but the results of the operation 
have not been very satisfactory. Now one steamer belonging tu 
the above-named company, especially made and fitted in Scotland 
with an electric search-light and other things for coastguard duty, 
has arrived here. Later on two or three more will come. 

I have given below a very rough idea of the quantity, 
approximate value, and kind of tobacco which has been imported 
here by the above company during the year 1893 :— 


Topacco Import. 


J 














Description. Quantity. gas 
; £ 
Hemoomi .. ee ».| Bales.. es 4,000 53,333 
Surati oe ee ee 32 ee ee 1,000 26,666 
Cigarette tobacco .. -.| Cases.. 600 15,000 


Total oe ee ee ee ee 94,999 





The province of Yemen, in Arabia, is very fertile. By the Agriculture : 
ancient geographers it was called “ Arabia Felix,” ie, “Happy 8% 
Arabia,” because, leaving a strip of country of about 20 miles in 
breadth all along the Red Sea, its other parts have got arable soil. 

(1837) B 
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Small rivers coming ‘from the adjacent parts and hills that inter- 

; iad e T 2e ° wot e. 2 : e w 
sect, the country in various directions, increase the productiveness: 
of the land. 


erees 


from other parts of Arabia, sei . ree 

Many places. in the interior of Yemen are said to. contain 
petroleum, coal, iron, and silver, and in some places gold is found. 
But owing to the unnecessarily suspicious nature of the Turks, 
difficulties have been putin the way of others obtaining permission 
to work out the products, or éven visiting the places. I-have 
already made mention of rock salt. _ eee ein odes 

‘The population of Yemen: numbers’ about 3;000;000, and that 
of Hodeidah about 50;000. Here in Turkish Arabia, at least in 
the Yemen, there is no such custom among the Turkish officials 
as we have got in India, whéreinspecting, officers in every district, 
annually, go out.on tour not only to collect revenue, but also to 
make statistical inspections and thorough investigation into matters 
concerning the welfare of the people of the country. On the 
other hand, [ found here that the Governors and other high 


officials went out into the district for money-collecting purpose 
only. Thérefore.there is no source for obtaining,-reliable informa~ 
tion as regards vital statistics, &c., of the country... I have been 
informed that sometimes the Governors, on their transfer or dis- 
missal, used to take away books of report, &c:,; along with théin. 
In my last yéar’s réport I gave’ a general description of the 
moral end intellectual condition of the Arabs of the present day. 
Although the Arabs.are still divided into tribes or -kafelds, some- 
what like the clans in. Scotland, yet.the.unity amongst the clans- 
men is nowadays not much; hence the Turks have been able to 
get a sort of permanent footing in this country.. The Arabs of 
pure breed here are generally of lighter colour, thinner, more 
active and. hard working than the mixed race which is found in 
seaport towns. The Bedouins whe came here for trading purpose 
are mostly of brown colour, very wiry, with brilliant eyes, long 
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clltly halk and bedid, The Bedouins biing coffee on’ Gamels, and 
take away in return petroleum and dates, the lntter fothiiti¢ the 
principal fart ‘of their “food, If they have shy altercatioh with 
pringipal part ‘of foo ey have shy altercation wit 
any British Indian subject here, thesé men,,instéad of going to’ the 
Turkish Government to obtain justice (which’ is the clistoln 
amdiigst the Arab ihhabitants of Hodeidali), come to the British 
Consular ‘Court, the decision of which séenis to then’ satisfhictuty 
and prompt. Their cast of features is more of Caucasian than df 

emitic type. . Bey tates ee 

| The Yeinéh being the inost fertile’ part. of Arabia; the’ Fila Industry : 
Ava 3 of the couiitry, 7.é., the Arabs that have settled thénisélves eericulnre: 
int villages, aré an agricultural people. ii towns ‘bordering ou’ tité Trade. 
sea the inhabitants build boaté, ze. simbodks and biiggalowsl 
tarry on trade, and engigé in 'comimercial entexprisés’ in the Red 
Sea and the Persian Gulf. They go sométimes'as fiF as*Indin! 
Manufacture is liited to the printing of a Kind of cloth, and the Manufacture. 
dyeing and wéaving of another sort of cloth. 


Public Works. . ee 
OREO SS ob ‘ abs aft 
There are no railroads in the province of Yemet. « Althoiith Railroads, &e. 
thé Turks know that Hodéidah is growing in -combnércial ‘atid 
political, importance, yet, probably-owing to thé financial diffcultiés 
of thei ‘Goveinnient, not’ even ‘one ordinary 6od' road’ his 
béen' mide from this place td Aden oi to Sana.  Tliavé' been‘ in- 
formed by the Turkish Commaider-in-Ohiéf of F¥{odeiduh and the 
‘Governor thit in 2 yéars’ time a good’ substdiitial' road’ for trathic, 
aswell as for the transport of Turkish troops into the interior, 
will-bé constricted. " . ea. 
‘ Every week during the Haj season letters go to and come Inland post. 
‘fron’ Sana, Loheya, aiid Camaran. D0 el ee ae 
The Egyptian steaniérs used to carry mails from’ Suez, Jétlduh, Sea post. 
and Massowah regulatly once in every (pintent until ‘June lait. 
From’ October last they have beguh again'd regular forthightly 
service. The mails from India and England vid Aden -artive hee 
revularly once every week by the steamship ‘ Woodcock,” of 
Messrs. Cowasji Dinshaw and Brothers, of Aden. 
Transit from London is in about 3 weeks and from Bombay Transit. 
in about 10 days. ae 
Telegraphic commiunications at present exist between this Telegraph. 
place and Sana, Jeddah, and Aden, vit Perim. A: line is in con- 
struction between Camaran’ and Hodéidah, ‘becaiise in former 
years, during ‘the “Huj: ‘season, ‘many pilgrim steamers -uyed to be 
inconvenienced for want of speedy transmission of messages to 
and from Constantinople. 


bof 


General Remarks. 


There is a sort of municipality at Hodeidah, and through the Municipality. 
exertions of Syed Ahmed Shirai Pashi its chief improvements are 
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seen in every way. A. nominal tax is levied from the inhabitants. 
within the city ‘walls for conservancy. 

The Hodeidah §§ I again repeat my regret about the pier of Hodeidah which is: 

Pier. in a terribly battered condition. I wrote several letters to the 
Governor-General at Sana and to the Governor of Hodeidah at 
different times without any success. I always received a promise: 
that it would he built anew soon. About the middle of October 
last a Turkish inspecting officer of high rank arrived here froni 
Constantinople, and at the time of his departure showed me a 
sketch of a pier which he thought should be erected at Jabbana, 
a place about 5 miles distant from this place; and told me that 
tramway car, communication should be opened between Jabbana. 
and Hodeidah. But again, I euppose, financiai difficulty is the 
cause of this delay. Although pier dues are levied regularly from 
the merchants, still the Hodeidah pier is-in a wretched state. If 
a substantial stone pier were built and the harbour improved by 
buoys and the placing of lights in dangerous and shallow places 
which are not few in the neighbourhood of Hodeidah, I am con- 
fident that British trade will increase. 

Diseases, &c, In 1893 there was no case of cholera at Hodeidah, but most 
likely there were some sporadic cases in the interior as this port 
remained in quarantine till September last. The plague visited 
Loheya,.which until very recently ‘was in quarantine, At present 
dengue fever is prevalent at Hodeidah, but no loss of life from 
this has yet been recorded. In iny last report I mentioned a kind 
of ulcer resembling “oriental sore” affecting many persons in this 
country. In 1893 I came across-many cases of apparent blindness. 
which is probably caused by the sandy soil of Hodeidah and by 
the extremely keen rays of the sun. During the year under 
report, owing to scanty rain, very few persons suffered from ague. 

Wind. Here at Hodeidah the south-west wind blows very strongly 
from November till March, and then the direction changes to the 
north-east. If there is » north-east wind in winter the inhabi- 
tants of this place are attacked by fever (simple). 

Approximate The following are the approximate proportionate ratios of 


proportionate import trade of 1893 :— 
ratio of 
import trade. 





Description. Por. Cent. 
The Indians .. Pes ie aa a 40 
Greeks .. ar a a ‘6 12 
Italians .. ee ae a aa 8 
Americans 6 ae “a is 6 
Arabs and others oe os os 4 


et EAP EET BO OSG BE PSE SPITE SSE EE SDE ADEE DELS TOE TEDL T EI ETN IETS TT TOTALLY: 
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